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Topicality of the research: The unique nature of the North Caucasus and in 

particular mineral waters, as well as the desire to cause the interest of foreign 

companies and tourists in this area not only make the development in the field of 

intercultural communication important, but also determine a deeper study of the 

environmental side of the territory. Systematization of knowledge gained in the 

study of formation patterns and the evolution of ecological terminology in the 

German language, will allow us to overcome the contradiction in the description of 

environmental terminology and will help to develop reference materials for use in 

the implementation of cross-cultural communication in this area. 

Objective of the research: comprehensive study of the structural features of 

ecological terminology, analysis of the most productive ways of word formation, 

typical for scientific terminology in general and for ecological terminology 

individually, as well as study of the specific character of semantic connections 

within the terminological system and identification of lexical features of 

ecoterminology. 

The tasks of the research: Examination of such concepts as ecology, 

ecoterminological system and meta-language of science, the determination of term 

properties and its place in a specialized vocabulary, characteristics of the ecosphere 

notion corpus, analysis of dictionaries of ecological terms, search for the most 

common structural models of ecological terms, examination of the 

ecoterminological system in terms of semantic relations within it, as well as 



analysis of lexical features of ecological terms on the example of metaphors, 

borrowings and synonymy. 

Theoretical and practical significance of the proficiency paper:  The 

significance of the study consists in the first attempt to review the major 

components forming the concept of ecoterm in the German language in terms of 

word-formational, structural and lexical-semantic features. Modelling process in 

the field of ecoterms formation will make it possible to predict the main ways and 

methods of terms formation in this sphere. The results of research can be used in 

future studies on the formation of terminological systems, in lexicographical terms, 

in compiling of terminological dictionaries of various types and for professional 

translation. 

The results of the research: Meta-language of ecology is a scientifically fixed 

expression of reality. This language is determined by the vocabulary (symbols and 

set expressions) inherent in this science. The ecosphere notion corpus should be 

considered as open, international, interdisciplinary, and systematic. Internationality 

of ecoterms is generally caused by the fact, that the majority of terms have the 

classical Greek-Latin origin. The analysis showed that most of the ecoterms are 

terms, formed on the basis of ecological studies (40%); then follow the scientific 

terms which have received ecological rethinking (33%), and the borrowings come 

third (27%). On the basis of structural analysis of ecoterms we have identified five 

types of word formation; the most common type is stem-compound formation. 

Many of the terms forming the basis for creation of terms in science can find its 

use both in science and in basic vocabulary. Semantic relations of terms within the 

terminological system can be divided into functional relations, relations of 

hierarchy and aggregation. The process of metaphor formation is also typical for 

ecoterminology. 


