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 The relevance of the research topic: The international court of Justice, as the principal judicial organ of 

the United Nations, plays a fundamental role in establishing the rule of law in international relations. It is 

intended to facilitate the settlement of inter-state disputes in circumstances where all other peaceful means 

of settlement have proved ineffective. The relevance of the study of the functions and competence of the 

International Court of justice, its practice is explained by the fact that it is the Court from the moment of 

creation to the present time remains the only universal international judicial body. For the science of 

international law, such problems of functioning and activity of the international Court of justice as the role 

of decisions and Advisory opinions of the Court in the development of international law; execution of 

court decisions; a number of procedural issues in the activities of the Court; reform of the International 

court of Justice are of particular relevance. The urgency of the problem of increasing the effectiveness of 

the International Court of justice and its dominant role in ensuring the law and expanding its competence is 

obvious. 

The purpose of the work: complex theoretical and legal analysis of the nature of the organization and 

functioning, the role of the International court of Justice in the system of means of peaceful settlement of 

disputes 

 Objectives:  
1.To study the organizational structure of The international Court of justice; 

2.To investigate the legal nature of the competence of The international Court of justice;  

3.Describe the procedure of the proceedings of the International Court of justice; 

4.To identify the specifics of the jurisdiction Of the international Court of justice; 

5.To analyze the achievements and problems of the International Court of justice on the basis of studying 

its practice; 

6.To determine the features of the legal position of the International Court of justice on the annexation of 

Crimea to Russia; 

7.To formulate proposals with the aim of increasing its role in international justice and improve its 

effectiveness. 

Theoretical and practical significance of the research results: The practical significance of the study is 

determined by the possibility of using the generalizations and recommendations contained in it on the 

mechanism of international justice in the process of reforming the International Court of justice. The 

theoretical significance lies in the use of conclusions in the implementation of scientific research of 

theoretical and practical problems related to the activities of international courts and questions about the 

sources of international law. In addition, the results of the study can be applied in the process of teaching 

the discipline "international law" and relevant special courses on the activities of international courts and 

sources of law, as well as in the preparation of educational and methodological materials and manuals on 

these disciplines. 

The results of the study. 1.The international court of Justice is the principal judicial organ of the United 

Nations, established by the UN Charter. The legal basis of the International Court of justice is Chapter 14 

of the UN Charter and the Statute of the Court, which forms an integral part of the Charter, as well as its 

Rules. The Statute regulates the organization of the court, considers its competence, proceedings, Advisory 

opinions and amendments. The rules of procedure determine the order of performance of its functions, 

establish the rules of court proceedings. 



2. Competence Of the international Court of justice: 1) Settlement of legal disputes between States on 

which the parties may recognize the compulsory jurisdiction of the Court: on the interpretation of a Treaty; 

questions of international law; on the existence of a fact which, if established, would constitute a violation 

of an international obligation; on the nature and amount of compensation due for the violation of an 

international obligation 2) giving Advisory opinions on international law at the request of any UN body 

authorized to make such requests 3)Interpretation of international treaties, identification and ascertainment 

of gaps in existing international law.  

3.Legal proceedings consist of two parts: written and oral. Written proceedings shall include a 

communication to the Court, memoranda and counter-memoranda, responses thereto, and all supporting 

documents. In oral proceedings, the Court hears witnesses, experts, representatives, attorneys and lawyers. 

Meetings of the Court take place in closed session and are kept secret in the future. All decisions of the 

Court shall be taken by a majority vote of the judges present. Proceedings before the Court are conducted 

in French or English, although each party to the case may use another language, translating speeches and 

documents into one of the two official languages. The decision of the Court shall be binding on the parties 

concerned. final and not subject to appeal. The court considers disputes only with the participation of 

States.  

4. The jurisdiction of the International court of Justice in all legal disputes concerns: the interpretation of 

treaties; any question of international law; the existence of a fact which, if established, constitutes a breach 

of an international obligation; the nature and extent of the reparation due for the breach of an international 

obligation. The compulsory jurisdiction of the International court of Justice is generally recognized by the 

state either as a whole, with a reservation, or in specific categories of international disputes 

5. All the problems and difficulties faced by the international court of Justice in its activities and 

participants in international relations are related to the issue of sovereignty of States. More than half of the 

cases relate to territorial and border disputes, Maritime disputes and matters relating to the law of the sea, 

matters of state jurisdiction and diplomatic and consular law. 

6. The entry of the Republic of Crimea and Sevastopol city in the Russian Federation caused various 

interpretations by the world community, international legal norms, especially norms of equality and self-

determination of peoples and territorial integrity of States. In the situation with Crimea, an unusual 

international legal phenomenon was manifested: both sides — the Russian Federation and Ukraine-to some 

extent contributed to the realization of the right of Nations to self-determination, and this result was 

achieved without direct armed conflict. 

Recommendations:  

1. To recognize the full and unconditional binding jurisdiction of the International Court of justice by all 

States.  

2. To recognize the jurisdiction of the International Court of justice as binding under some of the most 

important international treaties related to the implementation of the UN Charter adopted in support of the 

principles of international law. 

3. To expand the range of international entities who have the right of recourse to the international Court for 

the resolution of legal disputes, namely: a) for bodies of territorial entities, which are parts of sovereign 

States if their territory apply the threat of force and its application; b) international intergovernmental 

organizations and including those established outside the UN framework; C) to foresee the possibility of 

the presence of individuals in court proceedings in adjudicating individual cases in the International Court 

of justice. 

4. To empower international non-governmental organizations with ECOSOC General consultative status to 

request Advisory opinions with the consent of the UN General Assembly and the UN Secretary-General 

5. Limit the veto power of members of the Security Council on acts of interim measures of protection and 

enforcement of decisions of the International Court of justice of the United Nations, in whose interests 

such a decision is made, by concluding a Memorandum by the parties to the dispute in the court on the 

limitation of their sovereignty and the abolition of the veto Include this provision as paragraph 3 of article 

41 of Chapter III "Proceedings" and article 94 of the UN Charter. 
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