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Topical Importance of the thesis can be defined, primarily, by practical necessity 
of studying linguistic and stylistic role of set-phrases in humorous works by M.M. 
Zoshchenko; secondly, they can be explained by persistent desire of linguists to 
deal with authors’ transformed phraseological units, promoting discovery of 
functional peculiarities of set-phrases. Interest of this kind is caused by the fact that 
transformation of idioms depends on the structural system and semantic models of 
the language, so that transformation processes reveal the regularities of its 
phraseological system. The problem under discussion is characterized by various 
opinions and has not been studied to the fullest extent which adds to its topical 
importance.     
Goals: The aim of the thesis is to study linguistics and stylistics of set-phrases in 
humorous works by M.M. Zoshchenko and decipher different ways of 
phraseological transformation. 
Tasks: In order to accomplish this goal the following tasks can be distinguished: 

• to study linguistic sources and methodological literature on the problem of 
set-phrases; 

• to define the role of set-phrases as the means of eloquence; 
• to classify the ways of phraseological transformation in a literary text; 
• to find out and describe the main methods of structural and semantic 

modification of set-phrases in humorous texts by M.M. Zoshchenko; 
• to analyze the peculiarities of set-phrases functioning in different stylistic 

layers of humorous texts by M.M. Zoshchenko. 
Theoretical value: lies in drawing generalizations of scientific achievements and 
linguistic and methodological works on phraseology, in disclosing transformation 
methods of set-phrases in fiction. Our research and analysis of set-phrases in 
Zoshchenko’s texts led to revealing samples of theoretical importance in the sphere 
of phraseological and textual stylistics.    
Implementation advice: The results of the thesis can be applied as methodological 
recommendations while teaching set-phrases at the Russian language and literature 
lessons for intermediate and advanced students. 



 


