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Topicality of the research: taking into account the global trends in tourism 

development, it should be concluded that one of the promising directions for the 

development of the tourism industry abroad is rural tourism or agricultural tourism, 

which according to various data is preferred by 12 to 30% of travelers. In Western 

Europe, for example, about 40 million citizens preferred rural tourism to resorts. 

The main target audience is families with children. According to the WTO, 

agricultural tourism is one of the five main strategic directions of tourism 

development in the world until 2020. 

The principles of functioning of the agricultural sector, Russian and foreign 

experience of rural tourism were analyzed in the framework of the Interregional 

Association "Municipal economic development", held with the financial support of 

the Eurasia Foundation back in 2003-2004. Within the framework of the developed 

project, the concept of agricultural development in the Russian Federation was 

discussed with representatives of more than 20 municipalities and 5 regions. It 

received positive feedback from Federal government agencies, including the 

relevant committees of The state Duma and the Federation Council, as well as a 

number of public organizations. 

As of January 1, 2018, the total population of Russia was 146.9 million 

people, including 37.6 million people living in 153 thousand rural localities and 

administrative centers. The majority of the rural population (87%) lives in rural 

settlements with a population of up to 10 thousand people. 



Stavropol kray is one of the most important agricultural subjects of the 

Russian Federation, which occupies a special position in its structure, which has 

developed geographically and historically. At the same time, it is a unique 

combination of natural resources, unique landscape, deep and diverse cultural and 

historical heritage that has no analogues in the world. All this gives us a reason to 

identify the Stavropol kray as one of the most promising and favorable regions of 

Russia, where agricultural tourism can develop. 

The relevance of the formation of agricultural tourism in the Stavropol 

territory is determined by its influence on the socio-demographic indicator of the 

region's development. This new niche of tourism can be an auxiliary vector for the 

agricultural economy as a whole, as well as by increasing the production of 

environmental products, increasing the income of farmers and the welfare of rural 

areas, which will contribute to the development of rural settlements and 

agricultural enterprises in the Stavropol territory, as well as stimulate investment in 

the region. 

At the same time, any new business requires the most thoughtful attitude, studying 

the previous experience accumulated by the world community. In this regard, one 

of the world's tourist and recreational centers where agricultural tourism is popular 

is Italy, whose experience can undoubtedly help in the formation and development 

of agricultural tourism in the Stavropol territory. All of the above confirms the 

relevance of the topic chosen by us for the diploma research. 

Objective of the research: is to study the phenomenon of popularity of 

agricultural tourism in Italy and the application of European experience to form a 

model of agro-tourism services in Stavropol. 

Tasks consist of the following stages: 

‒ to study the basic concepts, features and classification of species 

agricultural tourism; 

‒ to analyze the state of the European agricultural market and potential 

opportunities for its development on the example of Italy; 



‒ to determine the legal status and analyze the problems development of 

rural tourism in Russia; 

‒ to describe the potential and motivation for rural development tourism 

in the Stavropol territory; 

‒ to conduct a sociological analysis of the development of agricultural 

services in the Stavropol territory; 

‒ to develop a model for the development of the agricultural market in 

Stavropol based on the experience of Italy. 

Theoretical and practical significance of the research: theoretical 

significance of qualification work is to analyze the opportunities of the Stavropol 

region on the organization of rural tourism, scientific-theoretical substantiation of 

organizational-economic methods of its development in the region and the impact 

on socio-economic development of the region. 

The practical significance of the research is that the experience of 

developing the market of agricultural tourism in Italy can be used in the process of 

forming the market of agricultural services in the Stavropol territory, which will 

allow, within the existing and attracted financial opportunities and, of course, the 

material and resource base, to significantly increase the competitiveness of the 

tourist and recreational center. 

Results of the research: in the first Chapter of the thesis, it was concluded 

that at the present stage of development, rural tourism is a favorable direction for 

the development of rural areas of the country, investment in new agricultural 

organizations and increasing the role of rural settlements in the Russian Federation. 

Agricultural tourism has all the prospects for development both in Russia and in 

the Stavropol region in particular. Our proposed classification of rural types of 

tourism provided the basis for an accurate definition of what other range of 

activities and pastimes can be involved in this type of recreation. 

Then, in the second Chapter of the final qualification work, we identified the 

main indicators of agro-tourism potential of the Stavropol territory, and also 



conducted research and application of opportunities for further development of 

rural tourism, based on the experience of Italy. 

As a result of our research, we concluded that organized recreation in rural 

areas is a fairly new type of tourism in the province, which is in the process of 

formation, but it can contribute to solving a number of problems: social, economic, 

environmental. Citizens will be able to actively spend time in the fresh air, eat 

organic food, communicate with wildlife, and at the same time, agricultural 

tourism will open up fundamentally new opportunities for economic and social 

development of rural areas, as well as play a driver role in improving the standard 

of living of rural residents. The income received is mainly reinvested in the 

development of the farm (purchase of horses, goats, necessary household utensils) 

and to expand the range of services provided. 

The analysis of the recreational potential of the Stavropol territory for the 

development of agricultural tourism has shown that the region has unlimited 

resource opportunities for the implementation of this tourist destination. However, 

they are currently used very poorly due to insufficient experience in this field, low 

motivation of market participants and poor infrastructure of agricultural tourism.  

At the same time, international and Russian experience shows the high potential of 

this industry and, with the right policy and motivation of interested parties, it can 

become the most promising type of tourism in the region, along with medical and 

recreational recreation. As well as testing the sociological analysis of the 

development of agro-tourism services in the Stavropol territory and identifying 

potential participants in agricultural tourism helped determine the main goal of 

determining the motivation for development. 

Recommendations: the final stage of the diploma research was a 

sociological online research using the service "GoogleForms", which allowed us to 

assess the target audience, the main preferences and expectations for the design of 

agro-tourism services in the Stavropol region.  A detailed study of the information 

obtained allowed us to come to the development of a draft model for the 

development of the agricultural market in Stavropol, which was based on the 



practice of forming, developing and promoting the agricultural product in Italy. As 

a result of the SWOT analysis, it was revealed that most of the promising trends 

prevail over the negative sides and threats. Undoubtedly, the implementation of the 

"Strategy socially-economic development of North Caucasus and the Stavropol 

kray up to 2025", and with the right approach to implement the model of 

agricultural tourism you can say about the improvement of the economy of the 

region. On the one hand, as can be seen from the analysis, small and medium-sized 

agricultural enterprises are already interested in obtaining additional profit from 

the tourism sector. On the other hand, agricultural tourism should not be 

considered as an auxiliary, but should be one of the main tourist destinations, and 

in addition, form the fundamental direction of entrepreneurship in the Stavropol 

region. 


