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Topical Importance: the relevance of this research is determined by the 

need to develop practical algorithms for describing the functioning of meanings 

within the semantic structure, based on the principles of invariant theory, cognitive 

images, and the principles of anthropomorphism. The anthropomorphic principle 

contained in the values of the polysemant "root" indicates the actual problem of the 

relationship between man and language, thinking and consciousness, language and 

human physiology, language and speech. It is relevant to consider the semantic 

structure of a multi-valued word from an etymological point of view, since this 

approach clearly represents the direction of the vector of polysemant semantics 

development. 

Goals. The main goal of this work is a comprehensive description of the 

updates values polysemant "root" on the base of invariant theory, viewing the 

imagery as an integral part of the cognitive description based on synchronous-

diachronic approach to the study of lexical units, as well as touching on the point 

of anthropomorphism. 

Tasks: In order to accomplish this goal the following tasks should be 

worked out: 



1) to consider modern linguistic and cognitive theories in the field of the 

nature of lexical meaning, as well as the reasons for semantic generality of 

meanings in the structure of a multi-valued word, including the study of lexical and 

semantic variants in the light of invariant theories; 

2) to carry out etymological, semantic and contextual analyses of the 

polysemant "root", in order to identify the causes of semantic generality of its 

meanings; 

3) to  use an etymological approach to the study of the semantic structure of 

polysemants to identify the diachronic picture of the word development from the 

etymon to the modern structure of the word, to determine the sources of semantic 

community of meanings; 

4) to attempt to formulate lexical invariants at various diachronic levels of 

development of the semantic structure of the word; 

5) on the basis of contextual analysis, identify the main (nuclear) and 

peripheral values of the polysemant "root", represented as a wide range of 

polysemant values. 

The theoretical significance of the research is related to the further 

development of the invariant theory and features of intra-family semantic relations, 

which include the definition of a lexical invariant and the study of the phenomenon 

of polysemy. Data of the study provide a contribution to the development of 

theories of polysemy, phraseology, invariance. The place of etymological analysis 

in the algorithm for determining the lexical invariant as the content core of a 

polysemant is determined. 

The practical value of the work is the possibility of applying its provisions, 

results and conclusions in lectures and seminars on lexicology, cognitive 

semantics, Russian as a foreign language, in practical classes in English, as well as 

when writing research papers at various levels. 

Results: thanks to a detailed analysis of lexicographic sources, etymological 

analysis and careful study of the contextual use of the polysemant "root", it is 

possible to demonstrate that all the meanings of English polysemantic lexemes 



represent the interaction of two mental spaces – the system meaning and the values 

that participate in speech activity. The analysis made it possible to identify the 

most important Central semantic components that are at the heart of the semantics 

of polysemous words. To solve these problems, we used the principles of invariant 

theory, which were a logical consequence of many years of research in the field of 

General meanings of polysemous words. 

In the process of using the lexical invariant, the cognitive effort is naturally 

saved, since there is no need to perform semiosis directly from the first value. It is 

the invariants defined in the course of semantic analysis that represent the 

connection with the cognitive level, that is, with the level of consciousness, the 

language lexicon. 

The analysis carried out in this work has shown that lexical invariants 

actively contribute to the formation of metaphors. These entities, being the lexeme 

model, control the actualization of portable values and are the basis for the 

formation of concepts. They become universal constructs by which any articulation 

is carried out and, consequently, there is an understanding of such a being essence 

as a metaphor, by means of which a person understands and speaks. Metaphor, 

being the main and most frequent mechanism for transferring nominative-non-

derivative meaning, demonstrates the richness of the polysemant structure, creating 

its semantic integrity. 

Implementation advice: materials are acceptable for use as synchronous-

diachronic analysis, which also has practical significance: it can be presented for 

linguodidactic purposes when teaching a foreign language. The existing English-

Russian and English explanatory dictionaries do not clarify the situation, since they 

do not contain a comment explaining the reasons for placing these values in the 

same dictionary entry. By placing a lexical invariant before a dictionary entry, you 

can access the "formula" of a multi-valued word directly. 


