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The relevance of the research topic:  

Geographical names is a business card that begins with an introduction to a 

country, city, or place. Working with toponyms on foreign language lessons helps 

to increase the level of students’ general literacy and culture, to understand better 

history, peoples, and traditions of the foreign country. Students learn special rules 

for writing and pronunciation of geographical names, learn grammatical rules 

based on the use of toponyms, improve speech skills and abilities, expand their 

country and cultural horizons, acquire knowledge, skills and abilities in a foreign 

language communicative competence. Interest in the formation of foreign language 

communicative competence and its components based on the use of different types 

of toponyms and determined the relevance of this study. 

The purpose of the work is theoretical substantiation of the need to use 

toponyms as an effective mean of forming foreign language communicative 

competence on oreign language lessons at  secondary schools; development and 

description of a set of exercises aimed at teaching individual components of 

foreign language communicative competence based on the use of toponyms. 

Tasks:  

- consider the concept of "toponym" and determine its types; 

- to identify the linguodidactic potential of toponyms in teaching foreign 

language communicative competence of secondary school students; 



- determine the features of studying toponyms in foreign language lessons at 

different stages of training; 

- to analyze the methods of using toponyms in teaching foreign language 

communicative competence in English textbooks; 

- to develop and describe a set of exercises in “Let's learn geographical 

names!” 

Theoretical and practical significance of the research: the role of the use 

of toponyms in the formation of foreign language communicative competence on 

foreign language lessons was clarified; practical training materials that can be used 

by foreign language teachers in their professional activities were elaborated. 

Results of the research: the article provides a theoretical justification for 

the effectiveness of using toponyms in the formation of foreign language 

communicative competence; a set of exercises that can be used by teachers of a 

foreign language in their professional activities is developed. 

Recommendations: the results of the study can be introduced into the 

practice of foreign language teaching at the high school level 

 

 


